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NEWSAM, Bartholomew (NUSAM, NEWSHAM) (fl. 1530 -

1587), celebrated London clockmaker and possibly clockmaker to 

Queen Elizabeth I. Newsam was probably born in or around York fl. 

1530 although the details of his birth and parentage remain 

conjecture. Bartholomew had an elder brother, William, who appears 

to have been approximately twenty years older and may have acted 

in loco parentis. William was a locksmith in the parish of St 

Martin’s, Coney Street, York, making the keys for the chest which 

housed the Great Seal of the City of York in 1541. By the early part 

of the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, Bartholomew was established in 

London in the parish of St Mary-le-Strand, and on 10th September 

1565 he married Parnell YOUNGE in that church. When William 

Newsam died in February 1569, Bartholomew inherited a moderate 

estate including premises in Coney Street, York. 

Bartholomew and Parnell Newsam had at least 14 children, the 

majority of which appear to have died in infancy since only four are 

mentioned in Newsam’s will. Bartholomew was a skilled craftsman 

and on familiar terms with many figures at court. On the 8th April 

1573, Newsam leased from the crown 'a tenement in Stronde Way 

[the Strand] (abutting... on the garden of Somerset Place towards the 

Thames on the south and on the highway leading to Westminster on 

the north)...  for 30 years from Lady Day 1573 for a yearly rent of 

26s 8d'. On 4th June 1583, Newsam received under the privy seal 

‘32s. 8d. for mending of clockes’ during the previous year, 

suggesting that he was an employee of the Queen. On 5th August 

1583 Newsam wrote to 'his very speciall good friend' Sir Francis 

Walsingham 'to be mindfull unto her Majstie of my booke 

concerninge my long and chargable suite, wherein I have procured 
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Sr Philip Sydney to move you... '. On the 6th September 1583, 

Newsam registered on the Patent Rolls investments in several parcels 

of land in Wymondham (Norfolk), Fleet (Lincolnshire), St Clement 

Danes (Middlesex) and Llanlluney (Pembroke). 

Newsam died on the 17th January 1587 and was buried on the 9th 

February 1587 in St Mary-le-Strand church. It is unclear whether he 

ever officially occupied the post of Clockmaker to Queen Elizabeth I, 

although he was clearly an employee of the crown. An undated note 

among the State Papers Domestic (which has been attributed to 

1590) grants the office of Clockmaker to the Queen to Bartholomew 

in place of Nicholas URSEAU, who was dead. However, this date 

would be three years after Bartholomew’s own death - it is 

conceivable that this grant was never issued. 

Newsam’s will is dated 7th January 1587, ten days before he died, in 

which he mentions four surviving children, William, Edward, 

Margaret and Rose, all in their minority. Newsam bequeathed his 

tools to his son Edward, 'should he follow the trade of clockmaker'; 

otherwise they were to be passed to John NEWSAM of York, 

undoubtedly a relation. Less than three months after Bartholomew’s 

death, his widow Parnell married his cousin George TUKE, a 

haberdasher, on the 2nd May 1587 at St Mary-le-Strand. Probate of 

Bartholomew’s will was delayed for 6 years until the 18th December 

1593, possibly for the period of the minority of Newsam’s children. 

Disagreement between Tuke and Newsam’s children led to chancery 

litigation on the 18th April 1594. The eldest son William litigated on 

behalf of his brother and sisters against his mother and her new 

husband for control of property in Bartholomew's estate. 
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Newsam is considered to have been one of the most important and 

influential figures in the clockmaking world of his time. Prior to 

Newsam, London clockmaking had been dominated by foreign 

makers brought to England. Newsam’s importance lies in the fact 

that he was among the first English clockmakers whose skills were 

recognised by the crown and whose clocks are considered on a par 

with his foreign contemporaries. The period following Newsam’s 

death saw major expansion in English clockmaking to the degree that 

London became an important centre for clock and watch 

manufacture with English makers being considered amongst the best 

in the world. In addition to clocks, Newsam made sundials and 

several pieces by Newsam survive, including one notable example in 

the British Museum. 

 
Adrian Finch 

15 June 1995 
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130, Ireland, 
near Shefford, 
Bedfordshire, 

SG17 5QL. 
 

15 June 1995 
 
Dear Ms McConnell, 
 
Re: A/NDNB/33431 Bartholomew NEWSAM 
 
Please find enclosed information relating to the New DNB article for the above. As 
agreed in our phonecall, I have rewritten the article, rather than revising it, in the 
light of the new information about Newsam. 
 
I enclose two copies of the new entry, the sources sheet and the biography sheet, in 
accordance with your notes for authors. Although I recognise that NDNB only 
attributes entries to one author, I would like to acknowledge the contribution to this 
article by V.J. Finch and A.W. Finch. 
 
I enclose a disk containing the original file from which the hard copy was printed. 
This disk contains three files: READ.ME which summarises information about the 
article and the author, BNEWSAM.DOC which is the Word for Windows 3 version of 
the document and BNEWSAM.TXT which is a text version which can be imported into 
most word processing packages. 
 
I must stress that our research on Newsam is still on-going and I may contact you 
later in the year if information in the present entry is superseded. In that case, it may 
be easier for me to send an updated version by e-mail to speed your receipt of it. 
 
I look forward to receiving your acknowledgement for the current entry. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adrian Finch. 


