
1

 Valerie J. Finch, Adrian A. Finch, Anthony W. Finch 

Edward East (1602–c. 1695) Part 2 –  
The Restoration and the latter years of the 

East business 

Antiquarian Horology, Volume 38, No. 4 (December 2017), pp. 478–490

The AHS (Antiquarian Horological Society) is a charity and learned society formed in 1953.  
It exists to encourage the study of all matters relating to the art and history of time measurement, 
to foster and disseminate original research, and to encourage the preservation of examples of the 
horological and allied arts.

To achieve its aims the AHS holds meetings and publishes books as well as its quarterly peer-reviewed 
journal Antiquarian Horology. The journal, printed to the highest standards fully in colour, contains a 
variety of articles and notes, the society’s programme, news, letters and high-quality advertising (both 
trade and private). A complete collection of the journals is an invaluable store of horological information, 
the articles covering diverse subjects including many makers from the famous to the obscure.  
The entire back catalogue of Antiquarian Horology, every single page published since 1953, is 
available on-line, fully searchable. It is accessible for AHS members only.

For more information visit www.ahsoc.org

Volume 38, No. 4 (December 2017) contains the 
following articles

Edward East (1602–c. 1695) Part 2 – 
The Restoration and the latter years of the East 
business by Valerie J. Finch, Adrian A. Finch, Anthony 
W. Finch 

The horological trade in Georgian London:  
evidence from Old Bailey trials by D. J. Bryden

Edmund Howard (1710–1798): A Quaker 
Clockmaker in Chelsea by James Nye

Adam, the Devil and the Supernatural:  
An unusual English lantern clock revisited 
by John A. Robey 

Carriage clocks with a unique winding system:  
the bottom-wind, by Thomas R. Wotruba

Front cover: Detail of a line engraving, captioned 
‘MODERN CHURCH CLOCK’, from Bailey’s Illustrated & 
Useful Inventions, a catalogue dated c. 1880, now available 
in a facsimile edition. Photo courtesy of Chris McKay.  

NUMBER FOUR   VOLUME THIRTY-EIGHT   DECEMBER 2017

FC Dec 17 C.indd   1 11/6/2017   10:04:37 AM



478

ANTIQUARIAN HOROLOGY

Edward East (1602–c. 1695)
Part 2 – The Restoration and the latter 
years of the East business
Valerie J. Finch, Adrian A. Finch, Anthony W. Finch

In the first part of this article (September 2017, pp. 343–364), we showed how 
East assumed control of the business of Edmund Bull, one of the most prominent 
clockmaking names of his time, after marrying Bull’s daughter Ann. He owed 
his success, at least in part, to ownership of properties both within and outside 
the control of the guilds (allowing him to use the skills of overseas workers) and 
his ability to benefit from simultaneous membership of both the Goldsmiths’ 
and Clockmakers’ guilds. Here we take up the story of the latter years of his life. 
Despite having prospered conspicuously during the Commonwealth, East moved 
seamlessly into a prominent position with the restoration of Charles II. He will have 
felt the devastation caused by the Plague of 1665 and lost much in the Great Fire 
of 1666. Edward tried to transfer the business to his son James, but James’s early 
death led to disputes within the East family. The documentary evidence from this 
period provides a unique snapshot of the workings of a prominent clockmaking 
business in the latter seventeenth century.

The Restoration: 1660–66
Charles II returned to London on 29 May 1660 
to be greeted by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen 
and all the Companies of the City in their 
liveries. The next months were a period of 
calming political uncertainty. Charles was 
sufficiently politically astute not to persecute 
all those who had failed to support his father, 
and indeed gave benefices to some ex-
parliamentarians as a gesture of good will and 
to cement support. We infer that East was one 
of those favoured in such a way since in 
November 1660, he was granted the position 
of Chief Clockmaker to the King,80 and we 
suppose that the watch he made for Charles I 
before his execution influenced this decision. 
Edward was now 59 years old, and looking to 
who would take over his business. In June 
1661, he surrendered that position of Royal 
Clockmaker for another patent granted jointly 
to Edward and his son James.81 The Office had 
a fee of 12d per day and £3 6s. 8d. yearly for 

the Livery, a salary that had not increased 
from the time of Randolph Bull. Royal 
Clockmaker was not a lucrative position, but it 
bestowed the Royal seal of approval upon the 
holder at a time when branding and status 
were important. And on 4 April 1662 a warrant 
was issued to swear James East as Clockmaker 
to the Queen (see note 80). East cemented the 
reputation of his dynasty through the period 
of change associated with the introduction of 
the pendulum and the restoration as the 
formal Royal Clockmaker. Despite the historic 
changes, there was much day-to-day business 
to attend to. The Clockmakers Company made 
a ‘List of Clockmakers both Freemen and 
Farreners alians and outliners’ in the city, on 
which both Edward and his brother Jeremiah 
East appear.82 Edward was made 3rd Warden 
of the Goldsmiths’ Company, followed the 
next year by being made 2nd Warden (see 
note 37). Towards the end of 1663 Edward’s 
daughter Sarah died and was buried in St 

80. Calendar of State Papers Domestic 1660.

81. Calendar of State Papers Domestic Vol. 37, 1662.

82. Guildhall Library, Clockmakers’ Company Records, Ms 2732.
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Dunstan’s in the West from his Fleet Street 
home (see note 21). 3 January 1664 saw the 
baptism of James son of Edward and Sarah 
East at St Dunstan’s church (see note 21). This 
period represents the azimuth of East’s Fleet 
Street business, and one can infer that pieces 
such as the unusual table clock in Fig. 9 
bearing both the signatures of Ahasuerus 
Fromanteel and Edward East were among the 
pieces sold from his Fleet Street shop front.
 Edward was now over 60 years old and a 
rich man, perhaps seeking larger and more 
comfortable premises, passing the running of 
the business to the next generation. Ram 
Alley was in the possession of his eldest son 
James, who was clearly Edward’s successor. 
On 23 June 1664, it was James East, not his 
father, who delivered to the Duke of Richmond

A pendilum clocke to goe 8 dayes wth a 
lampe to show the houre of the Night (£45), 
A large gold watch at the same time yt 

Shewes the day of the moneth (£22), A 
pendilum clocke (£5) and A large gold 
watch with two chaines and two strings 
shewing the minutes (£20).83 

In 1665 Edward sold property in Ireland to a 
Thomas Ball, which would have added to his 
fortune and these events are consistent with 
Edward realising equity (see note 54). He had 
acquired in 1655 from Mary Bull an inn in the 
City called the ‘Swan with Two Necks’, the 
tenancy of which came with a liability to pay 
£5 per year to Brasenose College Oxford and 
Queens’ College Cambridge to fund a poor 
scholar at each, a bequest that stretched back 
to the will of James Stoddard in 1607. East 
family links to Queens’ College predate this 
time since his uncle Nicholas East had been 
admitted there in 1627 84 – Nicholas may even 
have been one of Stoddard’s ‘poor scholars’. In 
November 1663, Queens’ College initiated an 
equity suit against Edward requiring him to 

Fig. 9. The East-Fromanteel table clock c. 1650–60. This piece demonstrates links between East and 
the Fromanteel dynasty. The double signature is unusual and it has been suggested that East bought 
the mechanism from Fromanteel and sold as his own. In later years Fromanteel stressed his authorship 
by adding a second signature ‘A Fromanteel fecit’. Items from this period date from the time at which 
Edward was overseeing the transfer of his business to his son James. Photos by courtesy of Dr John C. 
Taylor.

83. British Library, Department of Manuscripts, Egerton 2435. Accompts of Creditors of the Duke of 
Richmond, f. 36.

84. J. A. Venn, Alumni cantabrigienses; a biographical list of all known students, graduates and holders of 
office at the University of Cambridge (Cambridge University Press, 1922). 
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restart payments to the college which had 
ceased ‘a few years before the beginning of the 
late unhappy warre’.85 Edward honoured his 
liabilities to the College partly in kind by 
presenting a clock to the College inscribed ‘To 
Queenes Colledg Cambridg The Guift of 
Edward East Clockmaker to King Charles the 
second 1664’ (Fig. 10) and continued to 
support the college from his will.86 
 In 1665 London experienced the worst 
outbreak of bubonic plague that century. John 
Evelyn tells how in the month of July between 
one and two thousand people were dying 

weekly. The height of the plague came in 
September and Evelyn tells of coffins in the 
street, of few people still in the town, of shops 
closed up and a silent city (see note 42). In all 
probability, Edward moved his family out of 
London for the duration of the epidemic, 
possibly away to Southill. If this is true, then it 
may have been then that he met the local 
blacksmith’s son, Thomas Tompion, who would 
in time also become one of the London’s finest 
clockmakers.87 East paid the window tax in late 
March 1666 for a property on Fleet Street, next 
to, or sharing his property with, the case maker 

Fig. 10. The Queens’ College Clock by East. The plaque commemorates the donation of the clock by East 
‘To Queenes Colledg Cambridg The Guift of Edward East Clockmaker to King Charles the second 1664’. 
The clock appears to have been part of a settlement between East and the College over payments to 
support the Stoddard’s scholars.

85. National Archives, C7/392/9 Master and Fellows of Queens’ College Cambridge vs Edward East, Citizen & 
Goldsmith of London. This equity suit refers to the liability to support a poor scholar at the college payable 
from the profits of the Inn called ‘The Swan with Two Necks’ that East had acquired from Mary Bull. The 
liability was linked to bequests associated with the will of James Stoddard in 1607.

86. National Archives, PROB11/436/f.229 (1697) Will PCC of Edward East Citizen & Goldsmith of Hampden. 

87. Jeremy Evans, Thomas Tompion at the Dial and Three Crowns (AHS, 2006).
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Peter Bellune.88 It is not clear which name 
represents East’s interests in Ram Alley (James 
East is not mentioned), but now Jeremy East, 
Edward’s first apprentice and younger brother, 
was in St Bride’s parish. On Sunday 2 
September 1666, a fire started in the bakery of 
Thomas Farynor in Pudding Lane. A stiff east 
wind blew up fanning the flames and spreading 
the fire. By 4 September, the blaze had reached 
St Paul’s Cathedral and crossed the Fleet River 
travelling up Fleet Street. If East were in 
London, he would have watched the Great Fire 
consume his Fleet Street and Ram Alley 
properties late on the 4th or 5th of September. 
When it was finally extinguished, the Fire had 
gutted the City destroying over 13,000 houses 
and eighty-seven churches. We find Edward 
subsequently in the parish of St Clement 
Danes, which escaped the fire.

1667–1674
After the Great Fire, Edward’s son James took 
a loan from the clockmaker William Crayle to 
rebuild the Ram Alley properties.89 Possibly 
also to provide further funds for reconstruction, 
in 1667 Edward (now ‘of the Savoy’ in 
Westminster) sold land in Southill to Sir John 
Keeling.90 On 24 October 1667, Hester East, 
the daughter of Edward and Sarah, was buried 
in the church of St Dunstan’s in the West, but 
described as ‘from St. Clement Danes’ beyond 
the extent of the damage from the Fire (see 
note 21). Edward may have been living in the 
tenement and shop that he had purchased 
around 1651. Little is known of his life for the 
next couple of years but by 26 November 1670 
the property in Ram Alley had been rebuilt. 
London after the Great Fire was broadly similar 
in its layout to before, but the conflagration 
had allowed some of the more inconvenient 

aspects of London geography to be ironed out. 
Some shopfronts were aligned and some roads 
and lanes, including Ram Alley, were 
straightened. Doglegs that had allowed the 
inner workings of Ram Alley to be obscured 
from Fleet Street were removed, perhaps 
diluting some of the alley’s mystique. James 
East’s site in the new Ram Alley measured 
about 36 feet north to south and 10 feet east to 
west. It contained an arched vault about 12 
feet square running behind the back part of the 
messuage under part of the court, adjoining to 
the west, Mitre Court.91 There was a cellar, two 
rooms on the ground floor designed for a 
kitchen and shop with another small room. 
There were two garrets on the second floor, 
one little room and a closet, with the use of one 
vault or privy lying under the said cellar which 
was used by Matthew Beaver and the tenants of 
the adjoining house on the south side, in the 
occupation of James East, son of Edward. The 
accounts of Sir Thomas Clifford show payment 
on 26 August 1671 of £34 for a pendal 
[pendulum] clock and watch to Mr East junior, 
showing that James was now handling much of 
the business.92 While James managed the 
business, Edward East was made Prime Warden 
of the Goldsmiths’ Company in 1671 – the 
highest position in the Company, equivalent to 
the ‘Master’ of other Guilds (see note 37). The 
London Gazette of 12 September 1672 records 
an advert from East: ‘…whoever shall give 
notice of this Watch to Mr Styles the Goldsmith 
in Covent Garden, or to Mr East the Watch-
maker at Temple bar, shall be extraordinary 
well satisfied for their pains…’.93 This shows 
East traded at Temple Bar. On 23 May 1672, he 
charged the Duke of Richmond £8 ‘ffor 
mending 3 pendilum Clockes one silver clocke 
and two watches being very much out of order’, 

88. Guildhall Library Ms 2969 St Dunstan’s in the West Rates Assessments 4 vols and M. Davies, C. Ferguson, 
V. Harding, E. Parkinson & A. Wareham Middlesex Hearth Tax, British Records Society, 2 vols. 2014. East 
has nine hearths whereas Bellune has just two, suggesting he inhabited a portion of East’s property.

89. This and the following are inferred from the equity suit between Edward East the father and Edward the 
son in 1675 (see below).

90. Bedfordshire Record Office, W1761. Conveyance dated 12 April 1667 between Edward East of the Savoy 
Westminster, goldsmith and Sir John Keeling, knight for £140. W1762 Receipt dated 2 May 1667. W1763 Fine 
for £41 Easter 1667. 

91. London Metropolitan Archives, Q/HAL/15, Indenture between James East Clockmaker and Matthew Beaver.

92. British Library, Department of Manuscripts Add Ms 65141 Accounts of Sir Thomas Clifford.

93. Extracts from the London Gazette, searchable on-line at www.thegazette.co.uk.
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supplying ‘A sun diall and a moone dial’ (£2 
10/-) and also for ‘altering a pendilim Clocke to 
make it to goe in a ship’ (£4).94 The latter 
modification is probably related to the Duke’s 
position as ambassador to Denmark in 1671. 
The next few years saw the early death of 
Edward’s son Daniel (also a watchmaker) who 
died in 1672.95 In October 1673, we read in the 
London Gazette that 

an attorney Clerk, about 20 years old, of 
good stature a comely fresh coloured face, 
a gray full eye, his hair light brown almost 
lanck, in a new fashioned Stuff sute and a 
brown gray worsted Camblet Coat with a 
new fashioned cape and cloak buttons fore 
and behind October 17… carried away 
with him a gold watch made by Mr East 
with two motions [and several other items 
of jewelry]… any person that can discover 
and apprehend, or secure him and give 
notice thereof to Mr Cox a Milliner at the 
Marygold over against St Clement’s Church 
in the Strand shall have ten pounds for 
their pains.

 
The East business in 1674
Tragedy struck in July 1674 when his eldest 
son James East, who ran the Fleet Street 
business and tended the royal clocks, died. 
James East was buried 28 July 1674 in St 
Dunstan’s in the West from the Strand.96 The 
death of James East caused conflict within the 
East family but the documentary evidence it 
generated also left an extraordinary snapshot 
of the family business at the height of its fame. 
James had died intestate and his father applied 
for probate to administer his son’s estate. As 

executor, Edward was asked to make an 
inventory of James’s property and this included 

The Accompt of Edward East the natural 
and lawfull father and administrator of all 
and singular the goods chattels and debts of 
James East late of the parish of St. Martin’s 
in the Fields in the County of Middx 
Batchelor deceased as well as of all and 
singular the goods chattels and debts of the 
said deceased which have come to his hands 
and possession as also of disbursements and 
payments…. Imprimis this Accomptant 
doth charge himself with the sum of Two 
Thousand Twenty Seaven pounds and ten 
shillings mentioned in the Inventory 
hereunto annexed being full value as he 
believes of the goods of the said deceased.98

Based on the value of gold in 1674 compared 
to today, £2027 10s. 0d. is equivalent to 
upwards of three quarters of a million pounds. 
As so often happens in families where there is 
a substantial inheritance, arguments broke 
out. Without a will, Edward was free to 
apportion his son’s assets as he saw fit. Yet 
Edward’s son Edward (now the eldest surviving 
son, Fig. 1) wanted control of Ram Alley, 
referring to the wills of Edmund and Mary 
Bull. Edward senior disagreed, preferring to 
distribute the value of the property across all 
of his children and Edward junior took his 
father and siblings to the court of Chancery to 
settle the argument.99 The complaint refers to 
Edmund Bull’s will of 1644 in which he leaves 
Ram Alley to Edmund’s daughter Ann East 
and after her death to James East her eldest 
son and then to the oldest surviving East 

94. British Library, Dept of Mss., Egerton 2435. Accompts of Creditors of the Duke of Richmond, folio 36.

95. Registers of St Mary Woolnoth record ‘the two and twentieth day of this month [September 1672] dyed 
Daniell East watchmaker and buryed the 24th day on the churchyard’. Loomes (note 29) records him as 
working for the CC.

96. Guildhall Library Ms 10348, registers of St Dunstan’s in the West, London. Burials.

97. National Archives, PROB 32 16/48.

98. National Archives, PROB 32 16/60.

99. National Archives, C5/475/14 Equity Suit Edward East junior vs Edward East senior and William Crayle. 
Not all the papers relating to the case have been found. Originally, the documents would have consisted of at 
least two bills of complaint and three answers; the bills of complaint, one by Edward East junior and another 
by Edward East senior and his children have not survived. This bundle are three answers dated Jul 1675; 
the first by Edward senior, the second by William Crayle, Blacksmith (who loaned James funds to rebuild 
the properties) and the third by Edward East junior. At the same time William Crayle issued a countersuit 
(C5/467/41) chasing his debt from James’ estate.
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Fig. 11. Reconstruction of the layout of James East’s tenement in 1674 based on the detailed inventory. 
James slept in the ‘Back Chamber’ and entertained in the Dining Room on the first floor, with a portrait 
of the King, two dining tables and twelve chairs. A collection of clocks and watches was kept locked 
in the building and brought out for visiting clients. This property was part house and part showroom. 
The ‘Fore Room… over the Dining Room’, connected to the ‘Little Middle Chamber’, is reminiscent of 
lodgings for a gentleman and servant.
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grandchild, which was now Edward junior. 
However, thanks to the Great Fire, there now 
also existed an outstanding mortgage of £300 
on the property, owed to William Crayle for 
its rebuilding. Edward junior argued that the 
loan should be repaid from James’s estate 
prior to his inheritance whereas Edward 
senior argued that the property and liability 
on it were indivisible. Edward senior argued 
that by refusing liability for the loan, his son 
negated his inheritance and Edward senior 
could therefore share Ram Alley between 
James’s other brothers and sisters. Ram Alley 
was a key asset of the East empire and we 
therefore infer ownership of it was a metaphor 
for control of the family business.
 There are no known pieces bearing the 
name ‘James East’, hence James produced 
clocks that bore the name of his father, 
Eduardus East Londini, at a period when the 
business was at its height. His position allowed 
him to live in some style. He rented a house in 
St Martin’s from Mr Le Roth,100 and from his 
burial we know this was along the Strand. 
From the inventory we can reconstruct its 
form: a tenement over four floors comprising 
seven living rooms and three closets with a 
shop (not part of East’s estate) on the ground 
floor (Fig. 11). James walked along a passage 
on the ground floor and upstairs to the first 
floor. He entertained guests in the first floor 
Dining Room with its twelve chairs, two dining 
tables, view over the Strand and, embracing 
the spirit of the age, a portrait of the King on 
the wall. He slept in a bedroom at the rear 
whilst the second floor bedroom above the 
dining room was furnished comfortably, with 
‘the Little Middle Chamber’ beside – its 
furnishings and layout are consistent with 
lodgings for wealthy visitors with space for a 
servant to sleep in the next room. Beds for half 
a dozen servants were in the loft and utility 
rooms, including a bed in the kitchen where 
Dorothy the maid may have slept. We infer 
that James did business from the house since 
it contained a substantial number of pieces 
including gold and silver watches and 
pendulum clocks. The inventory deviates from 
its normal style when describing them and 
does not state in which rooms the pieces were 
found. Hence we infer they were taken from 

room to room, stored securely in one place 
and brought out for show. Hence James East’s 
tenement was part residence and part private 
showroom.
 The documents also provide us with 
information about East’s clients and workmen. 
He was owed over £1350 by wealthy debtors: 
the King and Queen, the Duke of Richmond 
(whose bills above still remained unpaid), the 
Earl of Craven, Mr Rosewell the Queen’s 
apothecary and Sir John Dunscombe (then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer). The vast 
majority of this debt (>£1250) was from the 
Crown – as  their predecessors had done, the 
royal family were quick to commission pieces 
but slow to pay. James East owed money to 
others, including repayment of substantial 
loans from William Crayle (£300), Mr Farmer 
(£112) and Mr Horne (£109), the latter of 
whom may have been Crayle’s uncle Henry 
Heron. The loans from Farmer and Horne may 
have been for rebuilding each of the two 
properties on Fleet Street we know East owned 
before the fire. East put aside £100 from James’ 
estate to support poor clockmakers and their 
widows, money that was finally paid in 1693 
(see below). We find individuals receiving 
payments between £10 and £30. ‘Mr Chiffinch’ 
was probably William Chiffinch (1602–91), 
Page to the Royal Bedchamber and one of the 
most influential servants in Charles II’s 
entourage. ‘Mr Hunt the Carpenter’ possibly 
made cases for the pendulum clocks although 
no casemaker or cabinet maker is known of 
that name. Some others were clearly 
clockmakers employed by the business such as 
‘Mr Griffith’, ‘Mr Cordiall’, ‘Mr Pigott’, ‘Mr Bull’, 
‘Mr Rogers’ and ‘Mr Wolverstone’. James Griffith 
was a mathematical instrument maker made 
free brother of the Clockmakers’ Company in 
1667/8; Mr Piggott was a seller of canes in Fleet 
Street who had faulty rulers confiscated by the 
Clockmakers’ Company in 1671/2 (see note 
29); Mr Bull is most likely his nephew and ex-
apprentice Edmund (Fig. 4); William Rogers 
was a ‘loving friend’ of Robert Grinkin, a 
brother of the Clockmakers’ Company in 1640 
and working in Chancery Lane in 1662 (see 
note 29); Thomas Wolverstone was East’s 
apprentice, free of the Clockmakers in 1650. 
This may not be the complete list of East’s 

100. This and the following are inferred from the inventory and account PROB 32/16/48 and 16/60.
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workmen – some may not have had outstanding 
debts at the time of James’s death; others may 
have been aliens, the employment of whom 
might be difficult to admit. But each workman 
listed here had their own journeymen and 
apprentices in turn. Furthermore a payment of 
33/- for ‘black stockings and a hat’ for each 
apprentice suggests James East was training 
several apprentices although none are recorded 
via the Clockmakers’ or Goldsmiths’ 
Companies. This suggests that the East 
business employed, directly or indirectly, 
depending on how you calculate it, something 
like 15 to 30 individuals.
 The documents give us a taste of the day-to-
day life of the East dynasty. He maintained his 
business through networking and associations 
– keeping up the profile of the East brand. This 
period was also one of renaissance for the 
scientific world. Charles II sponsored the Royal 
Society, the Royal Observatory at Greenwich 
and established John Flamsteed as the first 
Astronomer Royal. It is likely that East father 
and son rubbed shoulders with the likes of 
Hooke and Flamsteed in their duties for the 
Crown. James East was largely a salesman, 
using his St Martin’s tenement for entertaining 
and leaving much of the daily manufacture to a 
small army of workmen.
 James East’s death dropped a spanner into 
the cogs of a carefully planned hand-over of 
the business. The post of Royal Clockmaker 
jointly held by Edward and James was offered 
in 1674 to Robert Seignior on the death of 
Edward East,101 implying that James had 
performed the day-to-day upkeep of the royal 
clock collection and that Seignior would take 
the role. Edward’s sons Daniel and James 
were dead; another son Nathaniel appears to 
have worked briefly for the Court in 1670 but 
is not heard of again (see note 29); Edward 
junior seems not to have been favoured. All 
his youngest children by his second marriage 
were too young to inherit. Now in his mid-
seventies, we see renewed evidence for 
Edward East at the helm of his business. 
Edward again took apprentices through the 

Clockmakers’ Company; on 30 September 
1676 Benjamin John turned over from 
Richard Halstead upon the latter’s death and 
on 4 December 1676 Richard Bellinger (see 
note 36); the latter was dismissed from his 
apprenticeship in 1679.102 An advert of 4 June 
1677 in the London Gazette suggests that 
Edward was now living at Charing Cross: 

Lost on Sunday last the 3rd of June, in or 
about Whitehall, a foursquare Gold Watch, 
made in Paris by Monsieur Martinot. Whoever 
can give notice of it to Mr East Watchmaker 
at Charingcross, or else to the Porter of 
Madam Gwynn’s house in the Pellmell shall 
have 20s Reward. (see note 92). 

In 1678 East was robbed by a watchmaker 
William Hancorn and an advert appeared in 
the London Gazette of 26 September 1678, 
describing Hancorn as 

a Young man, about the age of 23, indifferent 
tall and slender, in a fair short Peruque, a 
long thin visage, run away from his lodging 
in the Strand the 26th Instant with several 
Watches of a considerable value, both Gold 
and Silver… Whoever can apprehend him, 
and give notice to Edward East his Majesties 
Watchmaker near Whitehall, shall have Five 
pounds reward, besides his charges born. 
(see note 92). 

Hancorn was an ex-apprentice of Thomas 
Taylor. At the time of Bellinger’s dismissal in 
1679, East was ‘next door to Lamb’s Ordinary, 
Charing Cross’ (see note 102). It is unclear 
whether this is the same property on the 
Strand referred to in different ways, or 
whether East is moving from property to 
property. The displacement of so many people 
by the Great Fire led to crowding in those 
parts that had escaped the conflagration, and 
hence East may have moved frequently as 
better tenements were vacated and London 
was progressively rebuilt. 
 Edward lived for several more years and 

101. Calendar of State Papers Domestic, 1674.

102. London Metropolitan Archives, CLA/024/02/227. Apprenticeship petition 6 Aug 1679 by Richard Bellinger, 
son of John, Citizen and Stationer, requesting the dissolution of his apprenticeship to Edward East, Citizen and 
Clockmaker. East no longer had an address within the City. Bellinger was discharged from his apprenticeship.
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Edward East pieces were manufactured after 
1674;103 hence the brand name continued, 
even if East himself was unlikely to be 
controlling the business personally. Someone 
else was the right-hand man, possibly someone 
whose name is unknown from clock and watch 
collections but whose industry is behind East’s 
name. It is tempting to suggest this was one of 
East’s nephews or apprentices – the product of 
a society where nepotism was the norm. Henry 
Jones would become East’s most prominent 
apprentice and it is difficult not to imagine that 
Jones was influential in the business as a young 
journeyman. But perhaps the records tell us 
who was running East’s business. Robert 
Seignior seems an odd choice to be promised 
the position of Royal Clockmaker in 1674. 
Robert was born in May 1645 and baptised in 
St Dunstan’s in the West, the son of George 
Sennior, Citizen & Tailor (see note 21). Edward 
East would have been in the congregation that 
witnessed his baptism and it is even possible 
that Robert was Edward’s godson. He was 
apprenticed to John Nicasius, a maker of 
Flemish (Antwerp) descent (although no 
apprenticeship is recorded by the Clockmakers) 
and during his apprenticeship, Seignior 
presumably became acquainted with his 
master’s connections in Holland. His 
apprenticeship (c. 1659) coincides with the 
development of the pendulum and he may 
even have served in the Low Countries learning 
his trade. Seignior met Tompion and Robert 
Hooke in Garraway’s Coffee House.104 He was 
free of the Clockmakers in 1667 aged 22 (see 
note 2) and by the age of 29 Royal Clockmaker 
in waiting – it is difficult to see that this was not 
someone with particular skill and connections. 
Seignior married Sarah Nicasius, the daughter 
of his erstwhile master.105 If Seignior were a 

representative of East’s business serving the 
crown, with Jones also employed within it, we 
can make more sense of the disagreement 
which flared up between them in 1674, in 
which Jones complained that his name had 
been erased from a royal clock on Seignior’s 
command. Sadly Seignior died in 1686 and 
therefore never formally occupied his post as 
Royal Clockmaker.106 It may be that Seignior’s 
importance was that he had expertise in the 
pendulum and therefore was in a key position 
to maintain Charles’s increasingly large 
collection of pendulum clocks.

1674–1697
Sometime after 1674, East moved out to 
Hampton on the outskirts of London. We do 
not know exactly where in the parish he lived 
or when he moved, but presumably it was a 
spacious property with clean air and clean 
water. Whether it was employing Seignior or 
not, his business continued to prosper with 
increasingly little input from East himself. The 
East products of this time, such as the longcase 
in Fig. 12, were manufactured by a well-oiled 
business into which East himself probably had 
little input. A significant proportion of the 
extant pieces bearing East’s name date from 
this latter period. By 1687, with Seignior also 
dead, mortality was clearly on East’s mind and 
his will is dated 21 July 1688.107 He had outlived 
his patron Charles II, seen the accession of 
James II and in his twilight years witnessed 
James deposed in the ‘Glorious Revolution’. 
His business must have been managed by 
another, and it is tempting to suggest this is 
Henry Jones, now firmly established in Fleet 
Street, not far from Ram Alley. In 1693, Edward 
and Henry Jones placed £100 in trust with the 
Clockmakers’ Company, to pay to five freemen 

103. See Crott 1 May 2013 lot 327; Bonhams 15 December 2010 lot 273 – Edward East no.140, movement 
stamped RM, case hallmark 1695 though one source gives it as 1712 – confusion over date-letter; Sothebys 1 
Oct 1992 lot 51, Edward East no. 833.

104. H. W. Robinson & W. Adams, The Diary of Robert Hooke MA, MD, FRS 1672-1680. Transcribed from the 
Original, Corporation of the City of London (Guildhall Library). (London: Taylor & Francis, 1935).

105. She is referred to as ‘Ann Nickasius’ in her marriage at St Dunstan’s in the West on 8 June 1668 but as 
Sarah in her mother’s will, at the baptism of her son George on 4 December 1670 (St Mary Woolnoth) and 
her burial February 1682 at St Peter le Poer. We infer ‘Ann’ is an error.

106. Burial 8 November 1686 at St Peter le Poer (Guildhall Library, Ms 4093/1), and will PCC of Robert 
Seignior, Citizen & Clockmaker of London (National Archives, PROB11/ 387/f190v).

107. National Archives, PROB11/436/f.229, Will of Edward East Citizen and Goldsmith of Hampton, 
Middlesex, Prerogative Court of Canterbury.
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or their widows, twenty shillings per annum 
(see note 28). When the donation was recorded 
in the Court Minutes on 20 June 1693, it was 
recommended that ‘the Master and Wardens 
do go to Mr. East and give him hearty thanks 
for his charity’. This is the last confirmed date 
at which we know he was alive, 91 years old, an 
extraordinary age for the era. He died between 
that date and the administration of his will on 
23 February 1696, most likely late 1695.

 He instructed his widow to bury him 
privately at night and only to give the herb 
rosemary. Shakespeare’s Ophelia comments 
that rosemary was for remembrance and 
there is also a reference to it being placed in 
coffins and around graves in Romeo and 
Juliet. It is not known where he is buried, but 
we suspect this was in the family tomb in St 
Dunstan’s in the West.108 All of his children 
and his first wife Ann had been buried there 

Fig. 12: Grande Sonnerie longcase clock signed ‘Eduardus East Londini’, c. 1675–85. The pieces from 
the latter part of East’s career constitute a significant part of the volume of extant work, yet it is likely 
that he had progressively little to do with the day-to-day running of the business. Photos by courtesy 
of Dr John C. Taylor. 

108. Burial records for both St Dunstan’s in the West and Hampton appear complete and yet his burial is 
found in neither. Indexing of the London burials of the period has been completed by Ancestry.com and for 
Middlesex by Findmypast.co.uk. Neither index identifies Edward’s burial. Unfortunately his date of death was 
not added to the original copy of his will. 
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and it had been his parish church for most of 
his long life. However no entry for his burial is 
found in that church or at Hampton where he 
lived. He was survived by his second wife 
Sarah, and several children. His daughter 
Elizabeth the younger (child of his second 
marriage) lived at Hampton until her death in 
1715.109 
 East watches remained valuable items after 
his death. In the Post Boy, we learn that there 
was 

stoln out of a study in Sarjeant’s Inn in 
Chancery Lane Wednesday night 5th 
August 1696 one plain gold watch made by 
East [and other bills, gold and silver] who 
shall give notice to the Porter of the said 
Inn… shall have £20 reward.110 

Legacy
Edward East’s business was undoubtedly the 
leading London watch and clock-making 
business of the middle of the seventeenth 
century. His work remains as some of the 
most celebrated products of London watch 
and clock manufacture of the period and his 
pieces command some of the highest prices at 
auction. He is one of the most recognisable 
names amongst the first court of the 
Clockmakers’ Company, one of a few makers 
who served as Master more than once and one 
of the few Londoners in history who served as 
Master to two Companies. This article shows 
that East owed his position to some degree to 
the fact that he took over one of the premier 
watchmaking businesses of the early 1600s, 
one that had already provided two Royal 
Clockmakers to two monarchs. He also owed 
some of his prominence to the early demise of 
a potential competitor in Anthony Risby and 
the failure of the equity suit of John Bull.
 The East dynasty is not credited with a 
major invention. Nevertheless, he navigated 
the challenges to his business posed by the 
Civil War and the arrival of the pendulum in 
the early 1660s. The pendulum was a 
technological advance that had the potential to 

make East’s clocks obsolete, had he not quickly 
understood and incorporated the design into 
his own pieces. Perhaps East’s success lies in 
both his longevity (unusual by modern 
standards but exceptional in seventeenth-
century London) and his business acumen and 
connections. He was actively leading his 
business into his seventies. Although he 
inherited one of London’s most successful 
clockmaking businesses at the death of 
Edmund Bull, the business clearly thrived and 
expanded under East’s management. His 
position as Royal Clockmaker to both Charles 
I and II was a sign of royal approval, but East 
was already recognised as one of the foremost 
watchmaking business of his time.
 Many of the ambiguities that characterised 
East’s working environment did not survive 
long after him. Towards the end of the 
seventeenth century, the Clockmakers 
Company was increasingly confident in its 
authority and less tolerant of ambiguous 
freedoms. Hence in 1697, it petitioned the 
Lord Mayor to bring all of London clockmaking 
once and for all under its auspices. Although 
this petition was unsuccessful, it is clear that 
those such as East, who managed to swing the 
benefits of double freedom to their advantage, 
were the products of a bygone era. 
Furthermore the lawless status of London 
Liberties (including Ram Alley) was coming 
under ever closer scrutiny. In 1697, the same 
year that the Clockmakers petitioned the 
Guildhall, the Liberties were brought under 
civic control once and for all by an Act of 
Parliament.111 
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109. London Metropolitan Archives, Will Archdeaconry Court of Middlesex 1715 for Sarah East.

110. Post Boy, 13 August 1696.

111. Act of Parliament 8 & 9 William III c.27: ‘An act for the more effectual relief of creditors in cases of 
escapes, and for preventing abuses in prisons and pretended privileged places’.
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Additional documentation

The following documents have been placed on 
the AHS website in the members area which 
requires login. The link is http://www.ahsoc.
org/members/more/edward-east/

1. The full tree of Edward East’s family, 
including those parts that for technical reasons 
were left out of the version published as Fig. 1.

Appendix: Edward East’s apprentices

Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths 

Name Born Apprenticed Description
Jeremy East 1610 1627 Born Southill, Beds, Edward’s youngest brother t/o 

from John East, his eldest brother. Free brother CC 
1640 with several apprentices through them.

Benjamin Cawcott c. 1616 1631 Son of John Cawcott, Citizen & Grocer of London
Robert Cotchett c. 1621 1636 Son of Robert Cotchett, Citizen & Silkweaver of 

London
James Bell c. 1623 1638 Son of John Bell, gent of Perton Hall, Beds.
Edmund Bull Jan 

1641/2
1657 Nephew, son of John Bull, Citizen & Blacksmith, 

born in St Clement Danes. Received payment from 
estate of James East in 1674.

John East 1639 Nephew, son of John East Citizen & goldsmith, 
born in St Paul’s Bedford, probably apprenticed via 
CC. Free GC by patrimony 1661.

2. Transcript of the account of Edward East of 
the estate of James East, drawn up in 1674, 
PROB 32 16/48-59 held at the National 
Archives, London.

3. A photo of Edward East’s signature from the 
1674 account.

4. Transcript of the inventory of Edward East 
of the estate of James East, drawn up in 1674,  
PROB 32 16/60 held at the National Archives, 
London. 

5. Trancript of the will of Edward East, dated 
21 July 1688,  PROB 11/436/386 held at the 
National Archives, London.

6. A photo of the original  will of Edward East, 
dated 21 July 1688.
[The authors comment: Edward’s signature 
on this document speaks volumes for his 
deteriorated condition, particularly when 
compared with that he signed fourteen years 
earlier, see nr. 3.]
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Worshipful Company of Clockmakers

Name Born Apprenticed Turned over from Description
Walter Gibbs c. 1624 1639 Oswald Durant Free CC 1648. Took  

apprentices through CC 
until 1660, which included 
1650 East’s nephew James 
Green (b. 1636). 

Thomas Wolverstone c. 1630 1643 Oswald Durant Free CC 1650. Took  
apprentices through CC, 
received payment from es-
tate of James East in 1674.

Robert Hanslap c. 1634 1646 Thomas Alcock Free CC 1653. Took  
apprentices through CC 
until 1654.

Edward Wagstaff c. 1636 1650 Richard Masterson
John East 1639 1654 David Moody Probably nephew, son 

of John East Citizen & 
Goldsmith, born St Paul’s 
Bedford. Free GC by  
patrimony 1661.

Henry Jones c. 1640 1654 Benjamin Hill Son of William Jones, 
vicar of Boulder,  
Hampshire, free CC 1663. 
An important maker.

Adam Pearce c. 1643 1657 David Moody Free CC 1664.
Benjamin John c. 1663 1676 Richard Halstead
Richard Bellinger 1661 1676 Son of John Bellinger  

citizen and stationer,  
baptised 1661 in St  
Dunstan’s in the West.  
Apprenticeship renounced 
in 1679.
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